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Please cancel claims 1, 8, 10, and 13 without prejudice or disclaimer, add new 
claims 19-24, and amend the claims as follows: 



1. (Cancelled.) 




2. (Currently Amended) . llh ap pai Jun a ccording to clai m 1 A 

manufacturing a pparatus of a porous g | as < h**, ma t q ria i for dpp n « itinfr glass mr |~ pg 

produced by subjecting a material P as to flame hwlrn.v^ o nto a . tarfin<T m _ Ko „ ^ 
vertically. 

wherein a plurality ofgas inlet*- is prov ided in one or more l a t. ra l ^ r ^„ r „ 
chamber including a burner f or the dep ^itinn th^; n 

wherein two or more of the ph.nlitv of p.* inlets are p rovided hnth in „ pr ^ 
of the one or more lateral walls and along a ceiling of th. p rocess chfimhpr anH 

wherein atjeastoneof the two or more o f the plurality o f gas inlets [[are]] is provided 
•n afirst lateral [[walls]] wall and at least one of thetw oor more gas inlets is a _ 
second lateral wall that eppese^eh^her opposes the fW ^ with a porous glasg 
base material being positioned therebetween. 



3. (Currently Amended) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim [[!]] 2 
wherein slit-like gas inlets are provided in the process chamber, along left and right edges of 
a lateral wall on which the burner is provided. 

4. (Currently Amended) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim [[!]] 2 
wherein an exhaust outlet is provided in a lateral wall that opposes a lateral wall on which 
the burner is provided. 



5. 



(Original) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim 4, wherein a width of the 
lateral wall in which the exhaust outlet is provided is smaller than a width of a lateral wall in . 
which a gas inlet is provided. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim [[]]] 2 
wherein one of the gas inlets is provided in a lateral wall in which an exhaust outlet is 
provided, and a distance between a lowest part of the gas inlet and a highest part of the 
exhaust outlet is 30 mm or more. 

7. (Currently Amended) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim [[!]] 2 
wherein the ceiling and lateral walls of the process chamber along which a gas supplied 
from the gas inlets flows have flat surfaces. 

8. (Cancelled.) 

9. (Original) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein an exhaust 
outlet is provided in a lateral wall that opposes the lateral wall on which the burner is 
provided. 

10. (Cancelled.) 

1 1 • (Previously Presented) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
one of the gas inlets is provided in a lateral wall in which an exhaust outlet is provided and 
a d,stance between a lowest part of the gas inlet and a highest part of the exhaust outlet is 30 
mm or more. 



12. (Original) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim 4, wherein one of the gas 

mlets is provided in the lateral wall in which the exhaust outlet is provided, and a distance 

between a lowest part of the gas inlet and a highest part of the exhaust outlet is 30 mm or 
more. 



13. (Cancelled.) 



14. 



(Previously Presented) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
the ceiling and lateral walls of the process chamber along which a gas supplied from the gas 
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inlets flows have flat surfaces. 



1 5. (Previously Presented) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim 4, wherein 
the ceiling and lateral walls of the process chamber along which a gas supplied from the gas 
inlets flows have flat surfaces. 



1 6. (Previously Presented) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim 5, wherein 
the ceiling and lateral walls of the process chamber along which a gas supplied from the gas 
inlets flows have flat surfaces. 



1 7. (Previously Presented) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
the ceiling and lateral walls of the process chamber along which a gas supplied from the gas 
inlets flows have flat surfaces. 

18. (Cancelled.) 

1 9. (New) A method of manufacturing a porous glass base material, said method 
comprising: 

preparing a process chamber having a ceiling, a first lateral wall, and a second lateral 
wall that opposes the first lateral wall, at least one gas inlet being provided both in an upper 
portion of the first lateral wall and along the ceiling, and at least one gas inlet being provided 
both in an upper portion of the second lateral wall and along the ceiling; 

placing a starting member vertically between the first and second lateral walls; 

depositing glass particles, produced by subjecting a material gas to flame hydrolysis 
using a burner, onto the starting member; 

intaking a gas via the gas inlets; and 

flowing the intaking gas across the ceiling of the process chamber. 

20. (New) The manufacturing method according to claim 1 9, further comprising 
supplying glass particles at a rate of 700 g/hr during said depositing glass particles. 
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2 1 . (New) The manufacturing method according to claim 1 9, wherein said flowing the 
intaking gas comprises forming a gas flow layer along the ceiling and the lateral walls of the 
process chamber at a linear speed of 1 .5 m/sec during said depositing glass particles. 

22. (New) The manufacturing method according to claim 1 9, wherein said depositing is 
performed for 30 hours. 

23. (New) The manufacturing method according to claim 1 9, further comprising flowing 
the intaking gas in the first lateral wall opposite to a direction that the intaking gas flows in 
the second lateral wall. 

24. (New) The manufacturing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein an intaking gas 
flows in the first lateral wall opposite to a direction that the intaking gas flows in the second 
lateral wall. 



